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Literacy is fundamental to human development. In Europe one in five 
15-year-olds and nearly 55 million adults lack basic literacy skills. 
Young children have a right to parental support for their language and 
literacy development. Families play a major role in building a sustaina-
ble basis for lifelong literacy skills of children. The child acquires some 
knowledge about language, reading and writing even before attending 
any formal education in the family environment. Family literacy prac-
tices are all those activities that promote children’s engagement with 
learning (Teale & Sulzby, 1986). However researchers have identified 
a gap between home and school literacy practices. A solution to bridge 
the gap is to learn about parent’s literacy beliefs and practices at home 
and to tailor programs based on those notions (Wasik & Horn, 2012). 
In Greece, there is no wide-scale research about this topic, so the cur-
rent research will cover the relevant research gap and will make a sig
nificant contribution to teacher education and to the development of 
information and awareness programs for parents.

Literacy development begins years before children set foot in a class-
room. All the experience children amass, beginning at birth, affect 
their success in literacy. Home is, for many children, where the foun-
dations of language and literacy skills are fostered. Children explore 
the function of language and print on their own and they benefit from 
modeling by parents and other people (Teale & Sulzby, 1986). Parents 
can influence their children’s literacy development in several ways. 
However, parents haven’t the same beliefs about literacy, what means 
to be literate and how one can foster literacy (Sigel & McGillicud-
dy-DeLisi, 2002; Mullis et al., 2012). In the present study:

Overarching question: 
“What are the family early literacy practices and beliefs about educa-
tion among Greek parents with  5-year-old children?”

Sub-questions: 
- How parents beliefs are related with home literacy practices?
- How kindergartners teachers perceive the expectations of the par- 
ents, of Kindergarten school? 
- What are the perceptions and the motivations of infants for reading?
- Do parents want to participate in a family literacy program? If so, 

- Sample: 
Parents and their children of 
5-years-old and kindergarten 
teachers, from 13 kindergartens in 
the city of Pyrgos.

- Research Instruments: 
Questionnaires,Questionnaires, Interviews, Work-
sheets, Fairy tale narration

- Duration of the research: 
January 2018 - June 2018.

 
Data collection

Τhe analysis of the quantitative data (questionnaires and worksheets) will be done 
through the Specialized Statistical Software (SPSS) and the analysis of the qualitative 
data (interviews) will be done through content analysis.

The first results indicate that in general all parents engaged in literacy practices. Howev-
er, according to similar patterns of responses across the PRBI items, we would catego-
rize parents in two different groups, “Facilitative” and “Conventional”. 
Facilitative parents see themselves as a vital element in their children’s development. 
They take an active role in teaching children and are engaged in more literacy practices. 
They also have higher level of education than Conventional parents.

Conventional parents believe that they can do little to help their children’s 
learning processes and that school rather than parents are responsible 
for teaching children. 

Limitations
We cannot do generalization of the results, because the sample is not 
considered to be representative. 

Implications
For a future research, it would be better to have a more representative 
sample in a more wide scale and with the participation of more fathers.
ThisThis current research will serve as the foundations for competent collab-
orations between researchers, early childhood educators and families. 
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In the present moment, the research still go on and we only have collected data of the two 
questionnaires of 168 parents. However, 21 parents’ responses excluded from our analy-
sis due to missing values or they were multivariate outliers. So, the final sample is 147 
parents with the following demographic characteristics. 
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